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From the occurrence of the disaster to the launching 
of the Kure Volunteer Center

Thank you all for your prayers and support.
　I pray to the Creator God for comfort and encouragement to all those who were affected by the torrential rains in Western 
Japan. It is just about a year since the disaster. I would like to express my thanks to the Christ Church and the Kure Volunteer 
Center of the Hiroshima Disaster Relief Program as well as to all those who prayed, donated funds or goods, or volunteered. We 
received 373 donations domestically and abroad totaling 43,117,812 yen (as of May 20, 2019), and 38,465,698 yen have been 
used. In addition, since the beginning of the disaster, donated goods such as drinking water, emergency support goods, sand 
bags, and pressure washers, etc., have been very helpful. Also, regardless of the heat, many volunteers from all over Japan and 
overseas have come. Those who have made day trips added to those who have stayed overnight to help brings the number of 
volunteers to over 100 people. Many times, the local authorities and volunteer organizations have trusted us with many things 
saying “We'd like to leave it up to Christ (the Christians?).”
　In total, 11 projects have been participated in, including: 1) Distributing emergency support goods, 2) Carrying water, 3) 
Cleaning away debris, 4) Handling donations, 5) Renting motorcycles, 6) Housing volunteers, 7) Dispatching heavy machinery 
teams, 8) Pressure washing, 9) Rebuilding Akizu Church, 10) Supporting goods at temporary housing facilities, and 11) Emotional 
Care projects,
　This time, the support efforts were able to be used at the disaster site because of all your prayers, offering, and material 
support. However, in addition to this, I think there were 5 reasons we could be used so effectively. 1) The daily interactions 
between the local area and the churches and Christian organizations created deep relationships that allowed close and smooth 
cooperation with the local area and local government. 2) All the churches at the disaster site in Kure cooperated as one with the 
Kure Volunteer Center and sacrificed much in their activities. 3) Cooperation was made across denominations. 4) Samaritan's 
Purse sent their normal staff (the Kuriyama's), and Hunger Zero also sent their staff whenever needed. 5) The experience that the 
churches had in cooperating with one another 5 years ago at the landslides in Hiroshima were all factors that helped. These all 
were a huge support and good witness to the local area.
　Coming up, we have our 12th project scheduled for July. We are planning to have Yuri Mori hold support concerts in 5 venues 
including churches, kindergartens and meeting places in and around Kure. We are planning to continue our support for the 
disaster site over the next couple of years.
　As always up to this point, in addition to Facebook, we have been able to express our thanks and make reports concerning the 
work and offering of the Kure Volunteer Center in “The Christian Newspaper” , and “The Right Side of the Boat” . This time, to 
reach even more people, we have made this comprehensive report to include both the report of our activities over the past year 
and the offering report to send to everyone.
　I pray that the abundant grace and blessing of God would be with you all.

Greeting  
                                    Hiroshima Christian Disaster Relief Director     Kenji Kitano

From the night of July 6th(Fri), 2018 through to the morning of the 7th  (Sat) there was 
major damage done in Kure, Kumano, Akizu and Etajime due to torrential rains. Especially, 
great damage was done to the Japan Gospel Missions Akizu Church which stands on the 
banks of a river. Also, church members, their families, and those involved were affected by 
the damage. There were some people who had to escape flooding cars to survive. There 
were also those whose houses were damaged due to flooding and landslides. All the 
brothers and sisters were safe, but there were some who lost people they knew and much 
damage done to their houses. The roads to Kure were all cut off by the landslides causing 
it to be completely isolated from the surrounding area and allowing for no goods to be 
delivered. In addition to this, water outages continued, supermarkets and convenience 
stores were sold out of all drinking water and food, and each day was filled with 
uncertainty and worry. On Sunday the 8th, immediately after the torrential rains, there 
were many who could not physically make it to church for the worship service, and the 
churches held worship with very low numbers of attendees. Churches that were in 
evacuation areas needed to give up on trying to worship together. Those churches that 
did not have water outages gave out water and offered the church's water to let members 
and local residents do laundry and take baths. All churches confirmed the safety of their 
members and seekers and started support in any way they could.
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Immediately following the disaster, Pastor Kenji Kitano and others of the “Christ Church/ 
Hiroshima Disaster Relief Program” *1, a part of the “Hiroshima Missions Cooperation 
Committee” *2, carried relief goods to the Salvation Army related facilities to mark the start 
of the disaster support. In the Tenno area where the damage has very heavy, the Salvation 
Army were able to take advantage of their trusting relationship with the area to cooperate 
with the Social Welfare Committee and the Local Welfare Officers in relief efforts. 
Specifically, they carried water to Nursery Schools and Evacuation Centers in areas with 
water outages. In the midst of this, the Hiroshima Disaster Relief Program and the Kure 
Pastor's Committee (A fellowship of 20 interdenominational churches) cooperated to create 
the “Christ Church/Hiroshima Disaster Relief Program/Kure Volunteer Center” . The Leader 
of the Kure Pastor's Committee, Pastor Tadanobu Uchiyama of the Emmanuel Kure Christ 
Church, along with Pastor Yu Yoshida of the Salvation Army became the main contacts and 
the preparations started under way. In addition to this, they partnered up with JIFH (Japan 
International Food for the Hungry), Samaritan's Purse, CRASH Japan, and the Kyushu 
Disaster Relief Center. The basis for this partnership was the yearly event and daily 
fellowship held across denominations among the churches in Kure (including the NCC, JEA 
and JPN churches).
This became the broadest interdenominational disaster relief effort ever. With the center 
being set as the Emmanuel Kure Christ Church, the United Church of Christ in Japan Kure 
Peace Church, Japan Gospel Mission Kure Revival Center Church, Japan Church of the 
Nazarene Kure, Japan Alliance Church of Kure were set as overnight accommodation sites. 
From 7/17 (Tue) to 8/10 (Fri) they served as overnight accommodation sites in the 
volunteer disaster relief effort (in addition to these, the Social Welfare Group Hallelujah 
Committee and the Kure YWCA also offered up part of their facilities as well). These started 
efforts to meet the needs of church members who met with the disaster as well as their 
families and acquaintances. The limit for volunteering was set at 4 weeks during this time to 
ensure that churches and pastors in the disaster areas did not collapse from fatigue.

As stated above, the first project to be 
started with the help of local nursery 
schools was the water relief efforts in areas 
with water outages. Following that, the 
Salvation Army's Aiko Orphanage and Child 
and Family Support Center Ashitaba 
cooperated with the Social Welfare 
Committee in the Tenno area that had the 
worst damage during the landslides. The 
area's needs were organized and relief 
efforts started at a very early period. Also 
in the Tenno area, heavy machinery teams 
(backhoes and dump trucks) were also 
used in the relief effort (offerings through 
the Salvation Army, Samaritan's Purse and 
the United Church of Christ Japan allowed 
this to continue until the latter half of 
September). With the help of the Social 
Welfare Committee, these were able to help 
out in areas unable to be reached by the 
local authorities and government. Also, 
through connections with each church's 
members and their connections, soil 
removal, cleaning and sanitation efforts 
were able to be done in the Yasuura area (a 
flooded area), the Kawajiri area, the 
Hiroryotani area and the Ondo area. In 

addition to this, the damaged Hiroshima 
Gospel Mission Akizu Christ Church 
rebuilding project was started. In the Tenno 
area, in places where the Social Welfare 
Committee could not enter, we were able to 
connect with the local municipality and 
enter as a private entity. Because the Social 
Welfare Committee is made up of 
volunteers from all over, there are a lot of 
limitations that makes organization difficult. 
However, the Kure Volunteer Center, as a 
private entity was able to receive requests 
from the Social Welfare Committee and 
could be put in charge of many difficult 
projects. As a team made one by faith, we 
received a lot of trust. One person affected 
by the disaster said, “Christians remove the 
mud with all their heart.” I think that we 
were allowed to show the love of Christ 
through the mud removal volunteer effort. 
Plus,  through church members who met 
with the disaster, and their families 
(parents, children, siblings) and Christian 
related organizations, we were able to send 
donations.

*1  Christ Church/ Hiroshima Disaster Relief Program =  Chairman: Pastor Kenji Kitano - Hiroshima Evangelical Free Church, Started 5 years ago 
during the Hiroshima Landslide disaster.
*2  Hiroshima Missions Cooperation Committee = Committee Leader: Pastor Hiroshi Horikawa - Mitaki Green Chapel, A fellowship of 31 churches and 
denominations throughout Hiroshima Prefecture centered in Hiroshima City
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the Emmanuel Kure Christ Church

Starting emergency support activities 
and 
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Volunteer Activity 

A report Salvation Army Platoon Leader
 - Salvation Army Aiko Orphanage Director 
 - Child and Family Support Center Ashitaba Director    Tamotsu Yoshida

Broadening the Volunteer effort

Volunteering filled with worship and prayer

The Salvation Army Aiko Orphanage that I have been 
put in charge of was moved from Kure City to Karuga 
town, next to the Tenno area in July of 2016. At that 
time, the consultation support that centers on the area 
“Child and Family Support Center Ashitaba” was 
started. When I look back, I think that it was all 
according to God's plan.
I remember somehow making it through the Yoshiura 
Tunnel on foot that collapsed due to landslides on July 
7th, 2018 (Sat) in the early morning and arriving at the 
Aiko Orphanage. Thankfully, the orphanage was not 
badly damaged and we were able to confirm the safety 
of the children and staff members. When we confirmed 
the situation in the area, the area between the highway 
and the train tracks had a big landslide, and the people 
who supported us when we moved had all their houses 
washed away. The playground of the Junior High 
school where the students from the orphanage go was 
covered in mud, and  a storage shed was washed away. 
I didn't know what to say. Two days later, the Tenno 
area where the orphanage is flooded, the Yoshiura 
tunnel collapsed and we were completely isolated from 
the outside world. The area had a water outage and we 
started working to secure water for the children. The 
staff of the orphanage sacrificed a lot to support us in 
the situation at that time. Pastor Kitano Kenji from the 
Hiroshima Disaster Relief Program sent us goods by 
ferry, we knew that we were not forgotten and felt 
reassured. Once the water outages had stopped, 
through the Child and Family Support Center Ashitaba, 
we started our support for the Tenno area through our 

normal connections. When I walked through the Tenno 
area,  I was shown that it was my responsibility to 
support the people that I knew there and the children 
that were given 
to me by God at 
the orphanage. 
The staff at 
Ashitaba soon 
receieved 
requests to help 
organize and 
meet the needs 
of the area. 
Even though 
the staff at 
Ashitaba is few 
in number, they worked as hard as they could. In the 
end, we gained the trust of the local area, came near to 
those who had losses and shared the love of Christ.
If the orphanage had not been moved, if Ashitaba had 
not been created, I know that I would not have been 
able to help as much as I did. I was able to meet many 
people through these efforts, and we were able to gain 
true trust. Now, through the work of the Aiko 
Orphanage and Ashitaba we are able to support these 
people. We see, judge and understand these events in 
a human way, but I was taught that God's plan exceeds 
our expectations and ideas. It's true that all things are 
in His hands to be turned to grace. Thank you all for 
your prayers and support.

Christians and seekers from all over Japan as 
well as the world such as Hawaii, Texas and 
Korea came to help the team. This is a sign that 
God truly loves the people in this town. It was 
also a sign that God remembered all the 
churches and people in Kure. The work started 
by the Hiroshima Missions Cooperation 
Committee became the largest 
interdenominational work ever through the 
fellowship of the Kure churches, the donations 
of the United Church of Christ in Japan's 
volunteers, the donations of the Korean Church 
in Japan, and Catholic volunteers. It was through 
the grace of God that we could overcome 
denominational lines to work together in this 
way in the name of Christ. I would like to thank 
all the volunteers again at this time.

For the purpose of traveling in the hear, 6 
motorcycles (3 newly bought) were prepared,  
and lent to the Social 
Welfare Committee's Leader 
and the Volunteer Leader 
for free. To raise efficiency, 
one energy conserver was 
purchased.

Mud-out working with high pressure 
washer machine

When we left in the mornings, we 
sang the children's worship song “In 
any time” and prayed for the 
volunteers. At the evening meetings, 
we sang again and had a 5 minute 
message from one of the pastors 
who volunteered and prayed. Those 

who stayed at the churches overnight prayed together as 
well. Each group showed zeal and 
thankfulness to each other, while 
praising and thanking God that 
they could do His work. It was a 
volunteer effort filled with praise 
and prayer.

- 3 -



- 4 -

Prayer, Thanks for support 
-Christ Church Hiroshima Disaster Relief Program Kure Volunteer Center Director 
‒Emmanuel General Mission Kure Church Pastor  　Tadashi Uchiyama

Our church's Volunteer Center was create for the disaster that happened in July of last year. 
It's been a year now. When I look back now, I see it was a continuous miracle from God.
1. Cooperation between the Hiroshima Mission Cooperation Committee, the Hiroshima Disaster Relief 
Program and the Kure Pastor's Committee.
　Immediately after the disaster, the churches in Kure started the Volunteer Center and set up 
accommodation sites and started to ask for volunteers. All the churches helped out and lots of pastors 
came to support us. We were given one hear from God and it became a great work.

2. In the midst of the heat, over 1000 people came to support
　The day after the launch, Supporters started showing up, and the work started. People came from 
overseas, distant locations and nearby neighborhoods. They did wonderful work despite the heat. It 
became a good witness as well.

3. Support from all Christ Churches in Japan
　All the members of the Christ Churches in Japan saw the situation, heard the voices of those at the 
sites, prayed and supported all our needs. This type of cooperation set a new standard for disaster relief 
from here on out.

4. Rebuilding the only church that was damaged: Akizu Church
　Because the Akizu Church is by a river, there as a landslide in front of the church and mud swept into 
the sanctuary. Because of the difficulty in restoring the church, we were made to pray. God prepared 
good helpers and through their work, were able to rebuild.

These were not the only miracles from God, but I would not have room to write all of them. The Lord 
constantly helped and led us just like it says in Psalm 121:1-2. Many people prayed and supported us.

One year from the disaster, people are still coming to support and we are able to everything needed at 
the time it is needed. Thank you.

I went to a small work place in the Yasuura area that 
receives donations from the Kure Citizens' Christmas 
every year. Mud came in from the landslides. It looked 
fine, but under the floor was all mud. The person in 
charge looked depressed. In the midst of this, I 
thought, “ I can't really help, but I'm a pastor. May I 
pray for God's protection on you?” “Please.” He 
responded. I prayed with all my heart. I prayed for the 
pepole who use the facility, for the rebuilding of the 
facility, for those in charge. I prayed that God would 
give them hope and light. When I finished praying and 
looked at his face, I could see tears in his eyes. “Thank 
you,” he said. I would be overjoyed if they felt that God 
would shine his light on them, that he would give them 
a little hope. When I used the facility, I made sure to 
act in such a way that I wouldn't be mistaken for using 
the opportunity to proselytize. We didn't do anything 
different from other volunteer programs, but I was 
made to think about what we could do because we 
were Christians. 

Prayer to send the hope 
that comes from God

Prayer during  volunteer work

Communion service at a sister’ s house who 
couldn’ t attend church service after the disaster in 

the interval of volunteer work 

Prayer at work place 



Later efforts of the Kure Volunteer Center

On Friday, August 10th, the overnight accommodations were brought to an end. However, we 
discussed it at the Kure Pastor's Committee, and we decided to do finish 
as much as possible all the related issues that were brought to us. From 
the middle of August, we continued our volunteer efforts on Tuesdays 
and Fridays. On Friday, September 28th, we finished the mud removal 
and cleaning volunteer activities. We constructed a large storage shed 
to prepare for future disasters at the Kure Peace Church and the 
Salvation Army facilities.

On Saturday, September 22nd, We held a benediction at the house of 
a Kure Peace Church member's family's house. From October, a 
carpenter would come in and we prayed for God's blessing and safety 
on the new work and their new lifestyle. We read Psalm 46 and 
Corinthians I 10:13 and sang two worship songs. It was surprising 
considering the despair and sadness from 2 and a half months earlier 
in that house covered in debris and mud. The smile that I saw on his 
face was unimaginable when I first met the owner of the house 
immediately after the disaster. It really made me think that God's love 
was being poured out here. It definitely would have been better if the 
disaster never happened, but I was thankful that the grace of God 
could be accepted through this. From October, we moved into caring 
for the needs of the people we met in the area and those living in 
temporary accommodations. We also moved to meet their emotional 

On October 20th, The Salvation Army and the Disaster Relief Chaplain Committee held a seminar 
hosted by pastors who helped in the relief efforts and a Psychologist to 
teach about listening and visiting those affected by the disaster. In 
November with winter drawing close, we worked to meet the needs of 
those in temporary housing and in the Yasuura Ichihara area by sending 
blankets and Kotatsu sets (Tenno temporary housing - 80 blankets, 33 
Kotatsu sets, 83 insulated sheets, Ichihara area - 20 blankets, 9 Kotatsu 
sets, Yasuura temporary housing - 11 Kotatsu sets). We also received 
knee blankets from a group of victims of the East Japan Earthquake.

When we sent the items to the Ichihara area, we included a Christmas card with the goods, but the person in 
charge of the area said to us, “It would be good to include who these came from and with what feeling you 
sent them.” So, when we sent the goods to Yasuura town Ichihara area and those in the Yasuura temporary 
housing facilities, we wrote the following on the attached Christmas cards: “To 
those who were affected by the torrential rains in Western Japan in July, We 
offer our condolences with all our heart. We know you will be spending this 
Christmas and New Year's in a different way than you would in other years. It's 

also a very cold season. We hope that you will be able to spend 
the season a little bit warmer with these Kotatsu sets.  It's a little 
late for a Christmas present, we hope you will receive them. We 
pray that the protection, grace and peace of God will be with 
you as you more towards rebuilding.”

We were made to think about the importance of love and words along with the sending of the life support 
goods. Moreover, we were requested by the Social Welfare Committee to send Kotatsu sets to those in 
temporary rental facilities. We sent the Kotatsus on January 14th of the new year to the Ichihara area (Kure 
rental accommodations ‒ 79 Kotatsu sets). We were able to do this due to the offering from the United 
Church of Christ in Japan's West Chugoku parish and Hyogo parish Nagata activity center as well as the 
Salvation Army.
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On January 3rd of 2019, Masanobu Mukai the pastor of the Akizu Christ 
Church was taken to heaven. In the midst of that sadness the church met with 
disaster on July 6th. The church stands next to the Mizu River, and normally 
has a beautiful view, but with the torrential rains in July the river overflowed its 
banks. The parking lot in front of the sanctuary was buried in mud and debris, 
the septic tank was uncovered, and the church foyer was unusable. One thing 
that no one noticed at first was that damage was done to the sanctuary as well.

We, along with the Kure Volunteer Center went to see the church one more 
time. Just in case, we checked under the flooring on July 30th. When we did, 
we noticed that a large amount of mud and debris had washed under the 
sanctuary floor. On August 3rd, those involved got together to discuss what to 
do. It was decided that the Kure Volunteer Center would rebuild the sanctuary. 
From the next day for a week, many volunteers came in the blistering heat to 
remove the mud and debris and sanitize. The damage done to the interior of 
the building included under the floors, the flooring, walls, toilets and bath area. 
The damage done to the 35 year old building was considerable.

A local contractor was called in, and his quote greatly exceeded all the money 
received from insurance, offering and money promised by the Volunteer 
Center. We had to pray. However, we soon met with and were helped by Mr. 
Ishizuka, a local carpenter who had connections with the church and president 
of Hosannah Construction Company. He promised that they could use local 
contractors for very low prices and still get high quality work done. He even 
negotiated with the insurance company and got them to pay more. Also, the 
JEA Assistance Committe (Director: Masamichi Murakami) offered a large 
amount of money despite the fact that Akizu Church is not part of their 
denomination because many of the church's helping at the Kure Volunteer 
Center were part of the JEA churches. The Lord answered our prayers and the 
prayers of the church members and gave us all the assistance that we needed. 
The construction started on October 22nd and laster for 2 months. Everything 
from the parking lot and foyer to the church interior was all refurbished, and 
looked so beautiful, you might not think it was the same building. The parking 
lot was something we worried about for a long time, but it was also secured.

On December 24th, and construction completion thanksgiving meeting was 
held, thanks was given to the Lord and those involved, and there was much 
rejoicing. We'd like to express our thanks for those who prayed and supported 
the church and the church members. Please continue to pray that they would 
be able to continue to glorify the Lord and be able to find a new pastor soon 
as they are the only church in that area.

Thanksgiving for the rebuilding of the Akizu Christ ChurchThanksgiving for the rebuilding of the Akizu Christ Church

On October 20th, The Salvation Army and the Disaster Relief Chaplain Committee sent Keito Iwagami 
with his wife to lead a seminar on listening and visiting those affected by the disaster. In addition to 
that, On January 21st, 2019, another seminar on how to care for those in pain and affected by trauma 
and how to share hope was held at Hiroshima Christ Church. Support was received from the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association and Tony Barrera was sent to teach. 53 people from various churches 
in Hiroshima attended. We also had pastors who were very involved in the relief efforts get together 
and had a study session on emotional care hosted by Hiroshi Horikawa on how to care for those who 
supported the disaster relief effort.

Emotional Care Seminar
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Income:

Roll over from last year:・・・・498,634 yen 
Offering (373 instances): ・・ 43,117,812 yen 
Refunds: ・・・・・・・・・・・ 21,599 yen 
Interest: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・67 yen 

Subtotal: ・・・・・・・・・ 43,638,112 yen 

Total: ・・・・・・・・・・ 43,638,112 yen 

Expenses:

Costs of support goods: ・・・・・・・・・・ 5,108,164 yen 
Preparatory items: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 2,383,377 yen 
Human resource fees: ・・・・・・・・・・・・ 702, 600 yen 
Accommodations: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 149,744 yen 
Support for Disaster Relief Programs: ・・・ 3,200,000 yen 
Repair fees: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 550,491 yen 
Condolence money: ・・・・・・・・・・・・ 3,010,000 yen 
Transportation fees: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 208,650 yen 
Construction vehicle rental: ・・・・・・・・・・ 240,857 yen 
Rental Cars: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 1,150,154 yen 
Gasoline: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 122,251 yen 
Secretarial fees: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 23,520 yen 
Vehicle operators: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・11,787,143 yen 
Gratuities: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 795,924 yen 
Akizu Church: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 3,585,460 yen 
Gratuities for service: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 80,000 yen 
Retreat costs: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 633,582 yen 
Congratulation money: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 30,000 yen 
Advertising: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 250,790 yen 
Telecommunications: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 183,469 yen 
Hiroshima Disaster Relief Base money: ・・・・ 4,000,000 yen 
Other Incidentals: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・ 269,522 yen 

Subtotal: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・38,465,498 yen 
Rollback from next year: ・・・・・・・・・・ 5,172,414 yen 

Total: ・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・・43,638,112 yen 

Hiroshima Disaster Relief Base money
4,000,000 yen (Yucho Account)

The amount of 4,000,00 including rollover from last year will be a base amount to prepare for 
further disasters.       (Approved by the Hiroshima Missions Cooperation Committee on 5/27)

I attest that there are no errors in the above statement for the 2018 financial report.
 5/23/2019        Overseer: Nakao Shinichi 
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 4/1/2018 ‒ 5/20/2019Thank you all for your precious donations.



－　Comfort for those who lost love ones
－　Light and hope for those who lost homes and lifestyles
－　Healing and rest for those who are still working to rebuild and protection for their work
－　That the churches in this area would continue to glorify God and be a testimony to his goodness

Prayer Requests:Prayer Requests:

- ８ -

This report is not all the work that was done by the Kure Volunteer Center. There was much other 
support given from the 20 churches that are apart of the Kure Pastor's Committee and the related 
facilities and Kindergartens. Each church's pastors, members and seekers helped with delivering 
water, setting up volunteer accommodations, mud and debris removal, cleaning, sanitizing, truck 
driving, purchasing goods, and listening to those affected as well as many other things. It is 
regrettable that I am unable to mention everyone, but I have listed the names of the churches 
and pastors that prayed and supported us in the Kure area.

Thank you to all those from 
the Kure area churches who cooperated with us

Thank you to all those from 
the Kure area churches who cooperated with us

With the anniversary of the disaster, preparations started 
to see if there was a way to do some emotional care and 
have fellowship time for the churches in Kure. We were 
able to have Gospel singer Yuri Mori come and perform. 
We spoke to those we were connected to in the area, and 
on Friday, July 5th, at Ondo/Sakioku Elderly People's 
Community Center and Yasuura/Ichihara Elderly People's 
Community Center (as part of the program for another 
event) on Saturday July 6th at Yamanote Kindergarten, (as 
part of their 70th anniversary event) and Kurose 
Evangelical Church we held “Yuri Mori's Disaster Relief 
Concert” . Also, on Sunday the 7th, at “The One-year 
Remembrance of the West Japan Torrential Rain Disaster ‒ 
Kure Christ Church Combined Meeting” we held a concern 
at the Kure Church of the Nazarene. At the worship 
service, there was a testimony from our sister in the Lord 
from a church that met with disaster and a message from 
Pastor Uchiyama about how we are united in the Lord. 111 
people from the disaster area prayed together.  At Yuri 
Mori's concert, in the midst of her praise songs, we really 
felt strengthened through the Lord's grace. Then, on 
Monday the 8th, we held the 5th Disaster Relief Concert at 
the Akizu Evangelical Church that had been rebuilt.

We held the concerts with the feeling that we would like 
to reach at least one person, but at every concert, there 
were more people than we ever thought would come. 
People who had lost loved ones, those who had lost 
homes, those still living in temporary domiciles, those who 
were just able to return to their old homes, and those who 
helped support all these people through the disaster 
attended. The burdens each one held were of different 
types and sizes. Yuri Mori, who lost her younger brother in 
the Hanshin Awaji Earthquake, prayed and sang with a  
wonderful voice and reached the hearts of all that were 
there. In time, expressions softened, people clapped, sang, 
laughed and cried together. “Today was wonderful!” said 
one. I thought it was truly the work of God. She also went 
to other damaged areas to sing. Also, a couple from 
Canada who were sent by Samaritan's Purse a year ago 
came back to Japan and met with those they had helped 
before. It was a cheerful reunion.

From now on, we will continue our interactions with those 
still in temporary housing and support their needs. Please 
continue to remember and pray for the work of the Christ 
Church/Hiroshima Disaster Relief Program Kure Volunteer 
Center. I would like to thank everyone again for the love 
and fellowship that you all have shown in the Lord. I pray 
that the Lord's abundant grace and peace would be upon 
you all.
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